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other countries without us even knowing. But we can now follow what is happening
minute by minute, megabyte by megabyte.

Today, with nearly the entire globe covered by mobile networks, the problem of physical
access to the Internet is almost a forgotten issue. What is increasingly worrying is what
kind of access people are being offered.

We cannot accept that the Internet’s content should be limited or manipulated
depending on the flavor-of-the-month of political leaders. Only by securing access to the
open and global Internet will true development take place.

The governments of the Human Rights Council now for the first time have confirmed
that freedom of expression applies fully to the Internet. A global coalition for a global
and open Internet has been formed.

This is truly important, but we must not stop here. The challenge now is to put these
words into action to make sure that people all over the world can use and utilize the
power of connectivity without having to fear for their safety. This work is far from over.

Carl Bildt is foreign minister of Sweden.
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