
PROGRESSIVES 

  
Key Figures 

 
Issues 

 
Institutions/Achievements 

Local Communities Jane Addams 
Lillian Wald 
Florence Kelly 
Frederic C. 
Howe 
Samuel Jones  

• Improving health, 
education, welfare in 
urban immigrant 
neighborhoods  

• Child labor, eight-hour 
day 

• Celebrating immigrant 
cultures  

• Reforming urban politics 
• Municipal 

ownership/regulation of 
utilities  

• Hull House 
Settlement 

• Henry Street 
Settlement 

• National Consumers 
League 

• New York Child Labor 
Committee 

• Bureau of Municipal 
Research  

State  Robert M. 
LaFollette 
Hiram 
Johnson  
Al Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
James K. 
Vardaman 
Hoke Smith  

• Limiting power of 
railroads, other 
corporations 

• Improving civil service  
• Direct democracy 
• Applying academic 

scholarship to human 
needs  

 
 

• Disfranchisement of 
African Americans  

• “Wisconsin Idea” 
• State Workmen’s 

compensation  
• Unemployment 

insurance  
• Public utility 

regulation 
 
 
 

• Legalized 
Segregation  

National  Theodore 
Rossevelt  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Woodrow 
Wilson 

• Trustbusting  
• Conservation and 

Western development  
• National regulation of 

corporate and financial 
excesses 

 
 

• National regulation of 
corporate and financial 
excesses 

• Reform of national 
banking  

• Reclamation Bureau 
(1902) 

• U.S. Forest Service 
(1905) 

• Food and Drug 
Administration 
(1906) 

• Meat Inspection Act 
(1906) 

• Hepburn Act—ICC 
(1906) 
 

• Graduation Income 
Tax (1913) 

• Federal Reserve Act 
(1913) 

• Clayton Antitrust Act 
(1914) 

• Federal Trade 
Commission (1914) 
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Intellectual/Cultural  Jacob Riis 
 
Lincoln 
Steffens 
Ida Tarbell 
Upton Sinclair  
S.S McClure 
 
John Dewey 
 
Louis Brandeis 
 
 
Edwin A. Ross 

• Mickraking 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Education Reform 
 

• Sociological 
Jurisprudence 
 

• Empowering “ethical 
elite” 

• How the Other Half 
Lives (1890) 

• Shame of the cities 
(1902) 

• History of Standard 
oil (1904) 

• The Jungle (1906) 
• McClure’s Magazine 
• Democracy and 

Education (1916) 
• Muller v. Oregon 

(1908) 
• Social Control (1901) 

 


