How to create prespectives for paper 3
Example 1
By viewing the topic of international sport through the themes of economics, politics and
ethics, global issues emerge. One such issue may be who should be responsible for funding
events such as the Olympics. Different perspectives to emerge from this issue would include
the following.
Perspective 1
Funding Olympic events is a drain on tax payers’ money. This perspective may be based on different
arguments about the value of the Olympics, the needs of the tax payer, the possible economic
benefits, and the political popularity or unpopularity of spending public money. Behind the perspective
may be assumptions and beliefs about the importance of international support relative to the costs of
the Olympics.
This draws on the themes of economics and
politics. Perspective 2
Funding Olympic venues is worth the investment because of the profit they produce after the
event. The key here is ‘worth’ and the assumption that for many reasons the Olympics is worth
the investment for the resulting economic and financial benefits and also for the political prestige
it brings to the host country. It
is not just individual arguments that are being explained and considered but also general outlooks on
the funding of the Olympics which contain different assumptions, views, justifications and beliefs. It
would also be possible to bring into these broad perspectives themes relating to culture, education
and the moral importance of nations meeting and competing.
This draws on the themes of economics, politics, culture and ethics.
Examples 2 and 3
The table below illustrates two examples of how exploring a global topic through different themes can
lead to the generation of global issues and in turn to identifying different perspectives.
Global topic

Themes

Global issue

Perspectives

Example 2:
Tourism

Culture

Tourist companies should be obliged
to pay a local tax to help fund
environmentally sound local projects.

Ethics

The extent to
which tourist
companies
embrace ethical
tourism

Politics

The relationship

Unregulated control is essential for the

Economics
Environment

Example 3:

OR
Tourist companies attract and generate
wide economic benefits for a locality and
should not be expected to pay local taxes
on top of this.

Rise of global
superpowers

Economics
Culture
Technology

between regulation
of the internet and
the rise of a global
superpower

emergence of a global superpower.
OR
A global superpower can only emerge if it
controls the internet.

